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HAPPY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY! 


For International Women’s Day we have some greetings, art and poetry from the sisters inside. We’re also starting a new 
column devoted to women who resist battering and abuse. 








GREETINGS FROM 
SILVIA BARALDINI, 
MARILYN BUCK, 
SUSAN ROSENBERG 
& LAURA 
WHITEHORN 


We send our love and solidarity on 
International Women’s Day 1993. For 
us this day is a reminder of the com- 
mitments and liberation politics that 
we have dedicated our lives to. To us, 
working for a different and better fu- 
ture does not mean accepting the rules 
and limits of the system. 
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The country wide discussion of 
gays and lesbians in the military has 
unleashed the deepest societal forces 
of woman-hating and homophobia. 


We are for full civil rights for all, but as anti-imperialists we are opposed to the imperial army of thẹ U.S. government. 






The Black Liberation struggle has taught us that trying to win civil rights within the system cannot fulfill the dream of equality and 
justice. Genocide and white supremacy persist. We need to make demands of the system, but cannot forget thatour full human rights and 


social liberation of nations and peoples’ will only come about when a movement envisions those goals and then fights for them. 


There are Women Political 
Prisoners in the US 


IWD ’93eSan Francisco 
Look for us! Join us! 
Free All Women Political Prisoners! 


Gather 4:30 pm 
March 5:00pm 
Demonstrate March 8th! 


Justin Herman Plaza, Embarcadero 
San Francisco 


Stop the War Against Women! 
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Carol Manning is Free! 


Following persistent negotiating on the part of her attorney Liz 
Fink, Carol Manning’s sentence was reduced. On February 5, 

Every issue of OUT OF TIME is put together by two or 1993, Carol walked out of FCI Lexington and caught a plane for 
three members of Out of Control (OOC) on a rotating basis. Portland, Maine - homeward bound with only six month’s parole. 
The group as a whole doesn’t edit each issue and the articles Last we heard she was seen skiing. Right on Carol! Out Of Con- 
included don’t necessarily reflect the views of everyone. trol wishes you the best. 


^y Laura Whitehorn, D.C. jail, 1989 
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VIGILS 


The National Committee to Free Puerto Rican Prisoners of War and Political Prisoners is holding monthly vigils. Nineteen of the more 
than one hundred political prisoners and prisoners of was are Puerto Ricans jailed for defending the right of their people to self-determina- 
tion and freedom from colonialism. The Committee wants to bring their spirits and their voices to the public. Everyone is welcome at the 
vigils-the next one is Friday, March 26 from 6:15 to 7:30 at the Fruitvale Bart Station in Oakland. 


For more information, contact the National Committee, 3583 18 St. Box 12, S.F. CA 94110 or call 415-824-7950, 510-832-1114. 
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Poem and graphic by Dylcia Pagan, Puerto Rican POW, FCI 
Pleasanton 


FROM LINDA EVANS: 


Thank you so much for your support, love and solidarity throughout this last year. Just knowing that all of you out there continue to 
work toward a better society helps sustain me mentally and emotionally. Here inside FCI Dublin (new name) we are continuing the AIDS 
Peer Education Project. This year we plan to bring the NAMES Quilt into the prison, and construct a collective panel to remember women 
inside Federal and State Prisons who have died of AIDS. PLACE, (Pleasanton AIDS Counseling & Education), also has sponsored 
several outside speakers. We’re trying to educate women here about Hepatitis C, since over 10% of us have tested positive for this 
debilitating liver disease. I also have been working with the Council On Racism, sponsoring workshops and a Multi-Cultural Festival, to 
combat racist attitudes and policies within the prison, between the women ourselves, and from the staff. 


I know many of you out there are also doing similar work in your own communities, trying to make the world a better place to live and 


trying to build strong movements to win important changes in peoples’ lives. You have my support, respect and solidarity this Interna- 
tional Women’s Day and always. 
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article by Suzanne Rotondo 


Battered Women in Prison - Statistics and Update 


It is estimated that there are 600 women in California prisons 
for killing their abusers in self-defense. A case study of Chicago 
women’s prisons found that 40% of the women in that city who 
were incarcerated for murder, had killed partners who had 
repeatedly abused them. These women sought police protection at 
least 5 times before having to resort to homicide. The fact is, 
women are more likely to be injured, raped and assaulted by their 
male partners (present and former) than by all other types of as- 
sailants combined. 


In March 1991, 34 women imprisoned at Frontera, CA, wrote 
Gov. Wilson, asking him to review the cases of battered women 
serving time for killing their abusers. The prison group was 
formed by Brenda Clubine, who is currently serving 15 years to 
life for 2nd degree murder. The group meets in the prison once a 
week to discuss their situation and any legal options they might 
have. 


The group of women in Frontera were able to get the attention 
of attorneys, and The California Coalition for Battered Women in 
Prison was formed by advocates for battered women and includes 
supporters as well as legal assistance groups. The goals of the 
group are to legally identify women who are in prison for killing 
their abusers and to assist them in the clemency-commutation 
process, while educating the public about the reality of partner 
abuse. 


The governor has power to grant clemency to these women, 
and in Sept, 1991, hearings were held at Frontera, in which the 
women prisoners gave testimony before members of the State 
Legislature and Assembly. 


In Jan. 1992, Gov. Wilson decided to give the inmates who 
wrote the first letter to him until April, then extended it to May, 
1992, to file applications for clemency-commutation of their 


UPDATE ON MUMIA 


Mumia Abu-Jamal is still on death row in Pennsylvania. 
Thanks to donations, the Concemed Friends and Family of 
Mumia have raised over $65,000 for a new appeal. Leonard 
Weinglass is now chief counsel and the Defense Committee is 
beginning the first real investigation into the case. They are trying 
to locate witnesses from the original trial ten years ago and take 
depositions to be used in court. 


The death warrant could be signed by the governor of Pennsyl- 
vania as early as March 1993. Once the death warrant is signed, 
Mumia’s lawyers, Leonard Weinglass and Steve Hawkins of the 
NAACP, will have 80 days to respond with an appeal. 


To let the Pennsylvania governor know you oppose the death 
penalty for Mumia, write to: Gov. Robert Casey, Main Capitol 
Building, Room 225, Harrisburg, PA 17120. Send copy of your 
letter and/or donations to Equal Justice, USA, PO Box 5206, 
Hyattsville, MD 20782. 


remaining sentences. The coalition submitted petitions on behalf 
of 22 women by May, and an additional 12 by the end of Oct., 
1992. Each petition is several hundred pages. Wilson claims he is 
reviewing the petitions on a case by case basis and is expected to 
make a decision about a few women within the month. 


Precedents for Wilson: In Dec. 1990, Gov. Celeste of Ohio 
released 26 battered women who were incarcerated for murder. In 
Feb. 1991, Gov. Shaefer of Maryland granted clemency to 11 
women. Clemency has also been granted to imprisoned women in 
Illinois, Washington, Florida, New Hampshire and Louisiana. Or- 
ganizing around clemency for battered women is occurring in 
many states. 


Two measures are before the Calif. State Legislature on behalf 
of women who kill in self-defense, and one has already passed. 

*AB 785: allows expert testimony on Battered Women’s 
Syndrome to be given in trial and to be considered as a defense. 
(already passed.) 

*AB 2373: sponsored by Assembn. John Burton (D-SF), 
would create a special commission to review murder cases and 
attempted murder, to determine if the accused was a victim of 
partner abuse. It would grant pardons upon determination. 

*AB 2401: sponsored by Assembn. Jackie Speier (D-South SF) 
would require the Board of Prison Terms to undergo training on 
the Battered Woman Syndrome before determining conditions for 
parole. 


These women have been forced by law to replace the abuse of 
their male partners with that of the prison system. The state never 
protected them during the abuse and has locked them away for 
fighting against it. : 


You can urge Gov. Wilson to release the imprisoned battered 
women by writing to him at State Capitol Building, Sacramento, 
California 95814. 





PRISON LEGAL NEWS 


The Prison Legal News is a monthly newsletter 
published by Washington state prisoners Ed Mead and 
Paul Wright. PLN reports on court decisions to help 
prisoners vindicate their human rights, both inside and 
outside of the government's judicial system. The paper 
isaimed at the more politicallyadvanced social prisoners 
and their frieads and loved ones on the outside. The 
newsletter’s goal is to assist prisoners and their support- 
ers in organizing themselves to have a voice, and be a 
Progressive force in developing a public policy debate 
around the issue of crime and punishment. An annual 
subscription to PLN is $10.00 a year for those with an 
income, but any donation (either money or stamps) will 
be sufficient for those without any money. Institutional 
subscriptions (law libraries, etc.) are $25.00 per year. 

Make checks or moneyorders payable to Prison 
Legal News, P.O. Box 1684, Lake Worth, FL 33460. 






















NEW PHONE RESTRICTIONS 


Recently, the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) instituted a new phone policy at all Federal prisons. In the past, people inside would be able to 
call collect to whoever would accept the charges. Time was dependent on how many others were waiting to use the phone. The system 
wasn’t ideal; often there was only one phone and no privacy. But the BOP created a worse system. Now each prison leases phone lines 
from SPRINT and the prisoners have to use coupons bought with commissary money. The BOP sets the rate/minute dependent on 
distance; the usual SPRINT discounts for nighttimes or holidays do not apply. Obviously the prisons are making money on the new 
system. Prisoners are allowed a list of only twenty numbers and the phone cuts off after fifteen minutes. Lawyers must be included in the 
list and if there’s more than one number for someone, it counts as part of the twenty. If prisoners have no one on the outside to send them 
money or if their people on the outside don’t have the time to stand in line at the Post Office for a money order (the only allowable way 
to send money) then no phone calls. This terribly restrictive policy only increases the isolation of the prisoners, further punishes those 


with less money and allows less access to lawyers. 
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“THE ONLY JUSTICE IN THE HALLS OF JUSTICE IS IN 
THE HALLS" Lenny Bruce 


[legal updates:] 


Dhoruba Bin Wahad: 


We have often seen the U.S. government spend hundreds of thousands, even millions of dollars, to capture and keep freedom fighters 
behind bars. The Manhattan D.A.’s office obsesses in yet another attempt to deprive Dhoruba Bin Wahad of his freedom. 


Dhoruba, a Black Panther Party leader, was convicted 20 years ago for the attempted murder of two New York cops. He got 25 to life. 
After doing 19 he was freed in 1990 because it was revealed that the FBI and the NYPD withheld some critical evidence. The government 
appealed and the Court of Appeals determined that Dhoruba could only successfully raise the issue of government error if he could show 
that the failure to disclose contributed io ihe verdict. 


The matter was remanded and on December 23, 1992, a New York Justice Bruce Allen found that the evidence withheld could have 
indeed affected the outcome of Dhoruba’s original trial and ordered a new trial. (The primary witness provided testimony at trial which 
contradicted an earlier written statement she gave to the FBI - the inconsistent statement was withheld from Dhoruba and his lawyers.) 


Now the government is appealing that decision. You’d think they’d be happy with 19 years, 


On February 4, 1992, after 20 years of litigation, a jury in the frozen wastelands of northern most New York, decided the government 
screwed up big time. On this occasion the government was getting its hand slapped for its reprisals against Attica State Prisoners who 


rebelled against terribly inhumane prison conditions. We’re speaking to the torture of about 1,200 inmates. (Not to mention 100 who 
were shot and 29 killed.) The jury’s job was only to determine liability, i.e. whether or not the government excessively retaliated? 


Given the "yes" answer from the jury it was hoped the government would enter into earnest settlement discussions without forcing a 
second trial to determine how much money the prisoners should get...... but noocooo00. There were some discussions but the govern- 
ment was not willing to fork over a reasonable sum. No date has been set yet but there’s more litigation ahead. 


Norma Jean Croy 


Norma Jean Croy, a Shasta Indian, and a lesbian, was given life for a murder wrap involving the shooting of a Norther California Cop. 
It was her brother Hooty who actually shot the cop. 


While on death row Hooty was granted the right to a new trial and a change of venue. A San Francisco jury found him not guilty on 
the grounds of self-defense. The trial included evidence of the history of genocide of Indian Peoples in North America setting the stage 
for the confrontation between Norma & Hooty and the police. 


Hooty’s trial judge stated: "... had Norma Jean Croy been tried in the case I heard, she would have been found not guilty." Despite 
this, Norma was denied her fifth parole hearing in July, 1992. An appeal of that decision has been filed and a writ of habeas corpus is also 
on the way. 


Money is needed. If you can, support Norma by sending a donation to the "Norma Jean Croy Defense Committee" at 473 Jackson 
Street, 3rd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94111. 
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